
 
Join Churches Together in England  and light a candle in your window at 7pm on Sunday 

 

“He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. 

I will say to the Lord, ‘My refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.’ ” 

Psalm 91: 1-2 

 

As God’s people we must call out to Him, interceding as the coronavirus spreads around the world 

and as governments and individuals respond.  

 

Please join us at St Thomas’, St James’, St Mary Magdalene’s and St Hilda’s as we demonstrate our 

faith in God by calling on Him for help during this difficult time. 

 

We have provided many prayer points to help guide your prayers, along with Bible passages on 

which to meditate. 

 

Rev’d Michael Ridley  

Rev’d Robert Icke 

Rev’d Monica Thomson 

 

 

Almighty and everlasting God, You hate nothing You have made and forgive the sins of all who are 

penitent: Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins and 

acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of You, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and 

forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Monday - Praying for those in authority 

 
“First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all 
people, for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly 
and dignified in every way.”  

(1 Timothy 2:1-2)  
 
For Boris Johnson and the cabinet – that they would be wise in setting and communicating policies to 
stop and mitigate the virus.  

For the scientists advising the UK government – that they would understand the virus better and 
make excellent recommendations on how best to protect the population. 

  
For the World Health Organisation – that it would help governments worldwide fight the virus 
effectively by issuing wise advice.  

 
For NHS management to find the most effective policies to provide high levels of care to those at 
threat from coronavirus and those with other illnesses. 

  
For business leaders to put in place policies that help the country respond – by slowing the virus’ 
spread and by helping provide resources needed by the NHS and by those who are ill.  
 

That church leaders would with wisdom and compassion lead the church to respond to those around 
us with love. 

Tuesday - Praying for society 

 
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 
This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbour as 
yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” (Matthew 22:37-40).
  
 
For those doctors, nurses and other health professionals as they come under pressure and strain – 
that they would be kept free from illness. 

 
That the threat of illness would help many in society recognise their own mortality and their need for 
hope in the face of death. 

 
For scientists to be successful in finding a vaccine and other effective ways to protect people from 
the virus. 

 
That people would be mindful of the effects of their actions on others: following medical advice 
carefully and being responsible when buying supplies.  

 
For all those whose work or study is hit by the crisis – that we would be fair to all who are affected 
and look after those whose livelihoods are threatened. 

Almighty and everlasting God, we thank You that You have brought us safely to the beginning of this 
day. Keep us from falling into sin or running into danger, order us in all our doings and guide us to 
do always what is righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen 
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Wednesday - Praying for the church 

 
“There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and 
whoever fears has not been perfected in love. We love because He first loved us.”  

(1 John 4:18-19).  
 
That the Church would act out of faith, not fear, in its response to the virus. 

 
That Christians would be ready to give a reason for the hope that is in us. 

 
That Christians would be both bold and sensitive in sharing the gospel. 

 
That we would be willing to be examples of Christ’s love for us by sacrificially serving our brothers, 
sisters and neighbours according to their needs. 

 
For churches that run foodbanks, homeless shelters, schools and other social action projects – that 
they would be effective in caring for others despite the challenges. 

 
That churches would put effective measures in place to continue worshipping God and providing 

pastoral support, while not endangering the vulnerable. 

 

Thursday - Praying for forgiveness 

 
“There were some present at that very time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate 
had mingled with their sacrifices. And He answered them, ‘Do you think that these Galileans were 
worse sinners than all the other Galileans, because they suffered in this way? No, I tell you; but 
unless you repent, you will all likewise perish. Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell 
and killed them: do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others who lived in 
Jerusalem? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.'” (Luke 13:1-5) 

 
That God would show mercy on us for our complacency – for believing in our own self-sufficiency 
and the ability to protect ourselves. 

 
That God would forgive our carelessness – for when we have mistreated the bodies and gifts He has 
given us and left ourselves vulnerable to illnesses. 

 
That God would forgive us for when we have loved money or comfort more than loving God or our 
neighbours. 

 

Lighten our darkness, Lord, we pray, and in Your great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers, 
for the love of Your only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen 
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Friday - Praying for protection 

 
“When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command the locust to devour the land, or 
send pestilence among my people, if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and 
pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive 
their sin and heal their land.”  

(2 Chronicles 7:13-15)  
 
That God would heal the elderly and vulnerable who have contracted the virus. 

 
That there would be adequate medical and personal care for all who are affected. 

 
For the friends and family of those who are ill, that they would be comforted and enabled to care for 
those who are sick. 

 
That God’s mighty hand would be shown through the slowing down and eradication of the virus. 

 

Teach us, good Lord, to serve You as You deserve; to give and not to count the cost; to fight and 
not to heed the wounds; to toil and not to seek for rest; to labour and not to ask for any reward, 
save that of knowing that we do Your will. 

Amen 

 

Weekend - Prayers 

 

Heavenly Father,  

Worry and fear are not of Your heart. 1 John 4 reminds us that perfect love casts out all fear, and we 
pray Your perfect love upon the hearts of all those who are burdened with the fear of this virus. We 
know with no doubt that You are bigger than the threat of anything, especially illnesses.  

Please comfort those who are living in fear, please free them from the bondage that anxiety creates 
within.  

Remind them that You are still on the Throne and that You are still in control. Fully rain down the 
serenity that comes only from the Prince of Peace.  

Help those who are living in unease to trust You in this time so that in times to come we may rest 
assured that You will be faithful to be with us until the end of the age.  

We rest at the Throne of the Almighty such fears and cast them upon You (1 Peter 5:7), for Your 
burden is Light and Your Yoke is easy (Matthew 11:30), we know You cover us with Your wings 
(Psalm 91:4).  

Amen 
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Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name; 

Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom,  

the power and the glory,  

for ever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

O gracious and holy Father, give us wisdom to perceive You, diligence to seek You, patience to wait 

for You, eyes to behold You, a heart to meditate upon You, and a life to proclaim You; through the 

power of the Spirit of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 
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Sunday Bible Readings 

 

 
Sunday, March 22, 2020: Fourth Sunday in Lent 

1 Samuel 16:1-13  •  Psalm 23  •  Ephesians 5:8-14  •  John 9:1-41  • 
 
Sunday, March 29, 2020: Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Ezekiel 37:1-14  •  Psalm 130  •  Romans 8:6-11  •  John 11:1-45  • 
 
Sunday, April 5, 2020: Liturgy of the Palms 

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29  •  Matthew 21:1-11  • 

 
Thursday, April 9, 2020: Maundy Thursday 

Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10), 11-14  •  Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19  •   
1 Corinthians 11:23-26  •  John 13:1-17, 31b-35 • 
 
Friday, April 10, 2020: Good Friday 

Isaiah 52:13-53:12  •  Psalm 22  •  Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9  •  John 18:1-19:42 • 
 
Sunday, April 12, 2020: Resurrection of the Lord 

Acts 10:34-43 or Jeremiah 31:1-6  •  Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24  •  Colossians 3:1-4  •  John 20:1-18  •   
 
Sunday, April 19, 2020: Second Sunday of Easter 

Acts 2:14a, 22-32  •  Psalm 16  •  1 Peter 1:3-9  •  John 20:19-31  •   
 
Sunday, April 26, 2020: Third Sunday of Easter 

Acts 2:14a, 36-41  •  Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19  •  1 Peter 1:17-23  •  Luke 24:13-35  • 
 
Sunday, May 3, 2020: Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 2:42-47  •  Psalm 23  •  1 Peter 2:19-25  •  John 10:1-10  • 
 
Sunday, May 10, 2020: Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 7:55-60  •  Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16  •  1 Peter 2:2-10  •  John 14:1-14 • 

 
Sunday, May 17, 2020: Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 17:22-31  •  Psalm 66:8-20  •  1 Peter 3:13-22  •  John 14:15-21 • 
 
Thursday, May 21, 2020: Ascension of the Lord 

Acts 1:1-11  •  Psalm 47 or Psalm 93  •  Ephesians 1:15-23  • Luke 24:44-53  • 
 
Sunday, May 24, 2020: Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Acts 1:6-14  •  Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35  •  1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11  •  John 17:1-11 • 
 
Sunday, May 31, 2020: Day of Pentecost 

Acts 2:1-21 •  Psalm 104:24-34, 35b  •  1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 •  John 20:19-23 •   


